
Scott Pattison 
Research Scientist, TERC 
scott_pattison@terc.edu 

EDUCATION 

Ph.D. Science Education, Oregon State University      2014 
 Thesis: Exploring the Foundations of Science Interest Development in Early Childhood 
 Minor: Integrated minor with a focus on advanced research methods and data analysis 

M.S. Science Education, Oregon State University      2011 
 Thesis: Investigating the Dynamics of Staff-Visitor Interactions at a Science Center 
 Minor: Sociology with a focus on research methods and data analysis 

B.S. Environmental Science, University of Oregon      2003 
 Thesis: The Restoration Ecology of Festuca Roemeri 
 Minor: Robert D. Clark Honors College 

RECENT PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE 

Research Scientist, TERC, 10/18–Present 

Director of Research, Institute for Learning Innovation (ILI), 2/17–9/18 

Research & Evaluation Strategist, Oregon Museum of Science and Industry (OMSI), 1/12–5/17 

Director of Administration, ILI, 3/14–2/17  

Research & Evaluation Associate, OMSI, 2/10–1/12 

Senior Exhibit Developer, OMSI, 12/07–2/10 

Exhibe Developer

E OMSI

E

mailto:scott_pattison@terc.edu


Research Exploring Activity Charac

https://www.informalscience.org/news-views/sharpening-our-focus-equity-reflections-storybook-stem-project
/hands-on-magazine-spring-2021/
/hands-on-magazine-spring-2021/
https://www.informalscience.org/news-views/four-principles-supporting-family-learning-during-global-health-crisis-research-based-reflections
https://www.informalscience.org/news-views/four-principles-supporting-family-learning-during-global-health-crisis-research-based-reflections


Pattison, S., Svarovsky, G., Ramos-

https://docs.lib.purdue.edu/jpeer/vol10/iss1/6/
/hands-on-magazine-fall-2019/
http://informalscience.org/engineering-early-childhood-describing-family-level-interest-development-systems
http://informalscience.org/engineering-early-childhood-describing-family-level-interest-development-systems
http://csl.nsta.org/2017/10/head-start-engineering/
http://www.informalscience.org/mathematics-informal-learning-environments-summary-literature
https://www.asee.org/public/conferences/78/papers/20296/view
http://www.informalscience.org/conceptualizing-early-childhood-stem-interest-development-distributed-system-preliminary-framework
http://www.informalscience.org/conceptualizing-early-childhood-stem-interest-development-distributed-system-preliminary-framework


MANUSCRIPTS IN REVIEW OR PREPARATION 

Pattison, S., Ramos Montañez, S. (2021) Facilitating family learning in museums: Re-thinking our assumptions and 
approaches. Invited chapter in press. 

Pattison, S., & Ramos Montañez, S. (2021

https://www.informalscience.org/sites/default/files/NARST2020_EarlyEngineering_03-27-20_0.pdf
https://www.informalscience.org/sites/default/files/NARST2020_StorybookPaperSet_03-27-20_0.pdf


Studying and supporting the work of informal STEM educators. Presentation at the NARST Annual International 
Conference, Baltimore, MD, April 14–17, 2016. 

Head Start on Engineering: Supporting engineering interest development in early childhood. Presentation at the NARST 
Annual International Conference, Baltimore, MD, April 14–17, 2016. 

OTHER PROFESSIONAL ACTIVITIES 

Current or past member of the National Association for Research in Science Teaching, Society for Research in Child 
Development, Visitor Studies Association, American Evaluation Association, American Educational Research 
Association, Association of Science-Technology Centers, and American Alliance of Museums 

National Science Foundation proposal review panelist, 2020 

Co-coordinator for the National Association for Research in Science Teaching conference Strand 6: Science Learning in 
Informal Contexts, 2017–2019  

Editorial board member for the Visitor Studies journal, 2013–2021 

Proposal reviewer for IMLS Sparks! and Museums for America grant programs, 2010–2012, 2015, 2017 

Invited member of the Center for the Advancement of Informal Science Education (CAISE) wiki edit-a-thon meeting, 
Seattle, OR, March 15–16, 2015 

Board member for the Committee on Audience Research and Evaluation, American Alliance of Museums, 2013–2014 

Invited member of the CAISE practice-and-research initiative working group meeting, Pittsburgh, PA, April 19–20, 
2013 

Editorial review panel member for the Journal of Museum Education, 2011–2013 

Session proposal reviewer for Visitor Studies Association Regional Conference, 2011 
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